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”I never travel without my diary.  
One should always have something 
sensational to read on the train.” 
–Oscar Wilde
You will be keeping a journal throughout the semester.  Here are the overall guidelines for the project:

1. You will usually be writing in your journal about once a week.

2. Each journal entry must be at least one page in length.

3. Please DOUBLE SPACE!
4. Write on only the front side of the notebook paper.

5. Use only blue or black ink.

6. Title the entry on the top line of the paper.

7. Place your name, the date, and your class hour in the top right-hand corner of the paper (not on the lines).

8. I will not hold you accountable for grammar rules that we have not covered in class yet.  I am more concerned with the content of each entry.  I want you to THINK about your topic and to CONCENTRATE on communicating your ideas as clearly as possible.  However, correct capitalization and end punctuation are expected.  You MUST write in complete sentences.  Do your best to spell words correctly and to use grammar appropriately.

9. Write neatly!  I DO need to be able to read your entries.

10. You need to TURN IN YOUR ENTRIES IN A FOLDER WITH BRADS. Make sure you put your name and class hour on the front cover.
11. If there is a problem in one of these areas, your entries will not count.

12. Remember that you are not writing this journal for me. You are writing this journal for you. Therefore, do your best. Your journal will only be as valuable to you as the amount of time and effort you put into it.  Maybe you’ll never read your journal again once the year is over.  But one day your children will read it.  And they’ll be glad that you took the time to record all of these details about yourself—details that make you you.

Journal Topics

You may choose any of these topics for your next three journal entries.                          
1. Finish and develop one of these statements.
a. “If I were President for a day . . . “

b. “My idea of a perfect day would be . . . “

c. “If I were only three inches tall . . .”

d. “The most important thing this world needs to know . . .”

e. “The greatest danger in our world today is . . .”

f. “I believe the best age is . . .”

g. “The most influential person in the world today is . . .”

2. What do you want to be remembered for when you die?  What words do you want engraved on your tombstone?

3. What is your greatest fear?
4. What is true maturity?

5. Besides the Bible, what book has had the greatest impact on your life? Why?
6. If you were in the summer or winter Olympics, what event would you compete in and why?
7. Describe what it would be like for an immigrant who has just arrived in America. You are welcome to tell a true story about one of your distant relatives as well.
8. Wild Card!  This one is YOUR choice.  You may tell me a funny story, create your own topic, discuss a famous event in history, or anything appropriate that you want to discuss.
